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IMMEDIATELY 
MISSOULA--
BIG SKY SPEECH TOURNAMENT TO BE 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 
doucet/jg 
4/20/79 
1 oca 1 , 
dailies 
The 33rd Annual Big Sky Speech Tournament will be Friday through Saturday, 
April 20-21, at the University of Montana. The event is sponsored by the 
Associated Students of the University of Montana Debate and Oratory Society and 
will include 200-250 contestants from 26 colleges in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
Montana and Utah. 
It is tradition that although the tournament is at the University of Montana, 
no students from UM will be competing, but will be responsible for running of the 
tournament. Dr. James Polsin, assistant professor of interpersonal communications 
at UM and faculty supervisor of the tournament, said that ''although competing in 
a tournament is an educational experience, a different set of skills can be 
learned in promoting and organizing this tournament.'' 
Competition will be in two categories: traditional debate, which demonstrates 
skill in logic and argumentation; and competition in the presentation of dramat i c 
works. 
Rather than selecting judges from the academic world, judges are to be 
selected from Missoula and surrounding communities. 11 You'll see housewives and 
other peop 1 e from the corrmun i ty judging the tournament, 11 Po 1 sin said. 11 We hope to 
get the community involved and we•ve already gotten a great deal of support. 11 
Registration for the tournament wi l l be from 8 a.m.-10 a.m. April 20. 
Competition is to begin at 10 a.m. April 20 and to continue through the afternoon 
of April 21. Time and places of competition will be posted in the University Center, 
University of Montana , room 360. The pu bl ic i s encouraged to participate . 
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